The great increase of small-pox of late years, not 
the age of puberty, the influence of vaccination, (providing it has been hacTrecourse to in infancy,) nearly ceases, but, at any rate, in the majority of cases at the age of twenty, vaccination ceases to exercise any protective power whatever. In consequence of the adoption of these views it became with me a matter of consideration, whether or not vaccination ought to be repeated at certain periods of life. I thought it ought, and especially at the age of puberty. I have, therefore, regularly recommended it for the last twelve years, and have generally found, as might have been expected, that secondary vaccination was successful, just in proportion to the time which had elapsed from the first operation,?cow-pox, in fact, modifying itself as it modifies small-pox.
I have had several satisfactory opportunities of verifying this in families, in which I knew the greatest care had been taken with the previous operation, and the result was such that I could, from the appearances of the pock, have nearly guessed the respective ages of the individuals thus revaccinated. In a family in this neighbourhood in January 1835, I revaccinated four persons at the ages of 14, 16, 19, and 20 
